Surveys that work and what they show in Mexico.
The drug abuse epidemiologic research program in Mexico does not differ from programs in other countries. At the same time some special features of the problem in Mexico influence the type of research undertaken, especially studies which help orient official policy. These features are related to the prevailing conceptions of drug abuse, the characteristics of the problem, the infrastructure available for conducting research, and human and economic resources. This paper includes a discussion of the conceptions of drug abuse and a description of the research strategies that have been used in Mexico over the past 15 years, their advantages, disadvantages and perspectives for the future, which are again linked to the characteristics of the problem and the available resources.